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Abstract  
 
In her novel, Herland, Gilman illustrates a 
flourishing civilization whose only 
occupants are women. "Gilman envisions 
this emancipated 'new woman' as ‘honester, 
braver, stronger, more healthier and skillful 
and able and free, more human in all 
ways’" (Lathrop 8). By comparing Herland 
to the women in the Victorian Age and even 
modern society, it’s obvious that they thrive 
because they do not have a notion of what 
they are supposed to be because of their 
gender.  
Conclusion  
 
I believe it is time to stand up taller, and be the 
women Charlotte Gilman dreamed we could be. 
Let us be whoever we want to be; smart, 
powerful, ambitious, while wearing six inch heels 
or sneakers. Demanding respect wherever we may 
find ourselves, saying we are more than just our 
gender. It is time to break free of the chains 
society has put us into. We are not weak, we are 
not fragile, and we are not silent. We are smart, 
courageous, honest and can do anything we set 
our minds to. We are not the women from the 
1800’s, we have a choice, a choice to be greater 
than what our modern society has lead us to 
believe. We are no longer constricted by 
expectations set upon us by society. You are Free. 
You are a Herlander. 
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Key Points  
 
Herlanders thrive because they are not constricted 
by gender roles in education, the workplace, love, 
or marriage like the ones present in the Victorian 
Age or even in modern society.  
 
●  Education-Domestic vs. Limitless 
●  Occupation-Workplace vs. Home 
●  Love -Trophy vs. Motherly 
●  Marriage- Ownership vs. Freedom  
